Jeff,

     You have only attended a couple of brother to brother activities but I count it a privilege to have met you.  During the 1st camping trip I recognized the gift of leadership that God has blessed you with.  Use that gift with humility.  I was glad that you agreed to come again this year because I know the influence that you have on the younger guys.  

     Things have been tough at home recently.  God has not promised to remove the problems in our life but He has promised to carry us through those struggles.  Keep in mind that though our fathers will influence who we become, they do not determine who we will be.  It is our own actions that determine that.  Whether our fathers are perfect or have made poor choices along the way, we can always learn from their success AND their failure.    

      I hope that the memory of the ceremony you experienced tonight and the letters you receive will stay with you for the rest of your life.  Many men in their 30's and 40's look back at their life and wonder, "when did I become a man?".  Many men look back and wonder IF they have even reached that point yet.  Even more look back and have a flawed definition of what it is to BE a man.  My prayer is that a few years down the road you can look at tonight and clearly recognize 1) what being a man really is 2) that you know beyond a shadow of a doubt that you've arrived. 

     You have received some gifts tonight that will help remind you what being a man of God truly means.  Below is one more gift that I would like to give you – some practical advice that will aid you on your journey.

· Do not fear.  

· Do not be afraid to pursue a woman

· Once you have won her, never stop pursuing her.  Never cause her to become alone through abandonment or the consequences of your own choices.

· When you have children, do not be afraid to set limits.  Give them wide range within those limits – by doing so, they will grow into strong, mature adults that will leave the world a better place because they were a part of it.

· Do not be afraid to pursue your dreams no matter how big they are.  Do not listen to those who say that something can not be done.  Stretch the limits of your own imagination – by doing so, you will enrich the world around you.

· Spend an hour at lunch with a trusted friend at least once a week.  Do not be afraid to expose your struggles with him.  A true friend will understand.  Together you will change the world.

· Do not be afraid to make decisions.  Accept the consequence of each choice you make.  Learn from those consequences and grow through each of them.

· Put God first, your family second and job third.  Always put others before yourself.  By doing so you will build relationships that will carry you when you feel that there is nothing left to give.
     May God give you the courage to lead, and the wisdom to lead well.  May He make you one of His mighty men.  May He bless your labor with abundant fruit.  May He bless you with deep love, true friendships, long life and an impact of righteousness on the world you live in.
