Chaz,

     Although you have been in the Brother to Brother ministry since the beginning, I really have not gotten a chance to know you.  Most of what I know about you is from the "Prodigal Son" video (Kiki made me watch it a few dozen times.), and the camping trip last year.  

     I must say that you really impressed me with your cooking mastery.  Preparing meals for 30 guys is not an easy task with full access to a kitchen but you accomplished the task using just a small propane stove.  You delegated tasks to others extremely well.  Most people either become condescending when delegating, hog all the action to themselves or simply do not know how to delegate.  You do not fit into any of those categories.  You have already learned a valuable skill, a skill that is a major part of becoming a great leader.  Continue to grow in this area because I believe that God has great plans for you.

     You demonstrated that you could handle responsibility last year but you also when to lighten up and enjoy life.  I had a lot of fun with the sword fighting videos that you and Walter did.  I only wish that my camera was better so future generations of Brother to Brother boys could enjoy your brilliance. 

     Two of the reasons for this letter are to encourage you and affirm some of the character traits that I have noticed in your life, but there is another purpose – to provide some fatherly type advice.  My father died when I was 9 years old and there were no men that stepped in and helped me though some of the struggles that guys go through as they progress from adolescence into becoming a man.  Shortly before my father died, he left a verse with me that has been a guiding influence in my life – Daniel 1:8 "But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself…"  I gained two lessons from that verse.  

1) A life must be lived intentionally.  Without purpose, you will live your life like someone traveling down a river without a paddle.  You will have no way to change the course of your journey and may end up at a different destination than where you hoped to be.

2) In order to live a life of purity, the decision to do what is right must be made long before the temptation comes knocking on your door.  If you wait for a situation to arise before determining how you will react, most times the choice you make will only cause you more trouble.  

     It took me a long time to finally figure out my purpose and to live my life intentionally.  Below are some principles from Scripture that helped me to guide me.

· Abstain from sinful desires (I Peter 2:11)

· Submit to all authority (I Peter 2:13-17)

· Be willing to suffer – there is no "easy" in the adult life (I Peter 2:18-19)

· When suffering for doing the right thing, do not retaliate (I Peter 2:23)

· Be bold because of the secure love of your dad - The Father  (Romans 8:15)

     I look forward to you returning to this ministry in a few years as a leader and mentor.  My prayer for your life is this…. May God make the path He has chosen for you plain to see.  May He give you the courage and strength to excel in everything you do.  May you life a life of excellence that will be a pleasing aroma to Him.  May He make you a bold leader that will turn the hearts of fathers to children, children to fathers and ALL to HIM.

