(per bri – will omit the sections about boasting and criticizing.  ?Cover when applying submission/humility?)

Do you ever meet those people who just seem to have a real sense of who God is?  They are really in touch with Him and their hearts are in tune with His heart.  It seems like wherever they go God is working.
I think of the prophets that God called.
Jeremiah:  “Oh my anguish, my anguish!  I writhe in pain.  Oh, the agony of my heart!  My heart pounds within me, I cannot keep silent.  For I have heard the sound of the trumpet, I have heard the battle cry.”  Jeremiah 4:19


  I think of the early disciples who followed Jesus and passionately lived their lives for Him and gave up everything to follow Him. 
Paul: “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.” Romans 9:2-3

 I think of some of my friends at home that have such a passion for God.  
Friends: They are always thankful to Him and His praises are on their lips.  Their lives have been totally transformed by God, and it is evident in everything that they do; especially in their love for others.
Ablaze for Jesus.  Passion for God.  Walking with the Lord.  How do we do it, and how do we keep on doing it?  We will examine Scripture, which tells us plainly what to do.  God wants to be near to us, He did not make it a complicated process.
One of my friends once said:
 "The secret to staying ablaze for Jesus is not in responding to altar calls; it's not in having someone lay hands on you and pray for you (as valid as that is); it's not in listening to a good teaching tape or the latest worship CD; the only source for staying white-hot is in devoting yourself consistently to the place-of-the-shut door."
How do you deepen your relationship with anyone?  You spend time with them.  It is the same with Jesus.  To deepen your walk with the Lord, spend time with Him.  This is how you will draw near to Him, this is how you will have victory over sin, this is how you will find strength for each day and tune your heart to His.  
Intro:  James is writing this letter to Jewish believers after the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He has covered so far the subjects of Trials, Faith, and Sin.  He will go on to cover Judgment, Perseverance and Mercy.  We are going to focus on chapter 4 which contains both the diagnosis and the prescription for the problems that James describes in his letter. 
Pride Promotes Strife
4     Where do ﻿﻿wars and fights come from among you? 

Do they not come from your desires for pleasure ﻿ ﻿that war in your members? ﻿2﻿ You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and ﻿﻿war. ﻿﻿Yet you do not have because you do not ask. ﻿3﻿ ﻿ ﻿You ask and do not receive, ﻿ ﻿because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

(James replies, “you have the wrong attitude and the wrong motive.  It is not enough to ask for good things, but we must ask with a good spirit and intention.) 

﻿4﻿ ﻿﻿Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that ﻿friendship with the world is enmity with God? ﻿Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

(James is addressing an issue with believers.  It was just as common a few years after Christ resurrected as it is now over two thousand years later.  You cannot mix worldliness with following after Christ.  There has to be a complete transformation of attitude and motives.  And, your attitude will directly affect your motives.  Believers who are friends of the world are at enmity with God. They grieve the Spirit, who jealously yearns for their love.)

﻿5﻿ Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, ﻿ “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? 

﻿6﻿ But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 

(Grace always comes prior to obedience; and here we have the diagnosis and the prescription summed up in one sentence, it is simple.)

    ﻿“God resists the proud, 
     But gives grace to the humble.” 

God resists the proud; WHO ARE THE PROUD?  
Those who trust in themselves instead of God.
Who don’t look to God for help.

Who make decisions based on their interests instead of God’s leading. 
Who care more about themselves than others.

Who trust in their own good works, rather than rely completely on the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

But gives grace to the humble…   What is grace?????
Grace is God’s favor towards us displayed in all kinds of different things:  Mercy, forgiveness, help in time of need, provision, His gift of righteousness, The entire message of Jesus coming to earth and becoming a man is a story of the grace of the grace of God.  Grace is God’s kindness towards us displayed in various ways.  This is what teaches us to follow Him.

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people , zealous for good works.”  Titus 2:11-14

He gives grace to the humble.  Who are the humble??? ??
The ‘humble’ refers to those who simply humble themselves before Jesus Christ.  

Humility Cures Worldliness
﻿7﻿ Therefore submit to God. ﻿ ﻿Resist the devil and he will flee from you. ﻿ ﻿ ﻿

(“Submit” as a good soldier puts himself in complete subjection to his captain. “Resist,” stand bravely against.)  (God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.    NOTE:  God resists the proud; isn’t this the very thing that we are exhorted to do to Satan himself in these verses?  “resist the devil…”)  As we humble ourselves before Christ, and hearts are tuned to His, then we will be like Him.  Loving what He loves and hating what He hates.  Remember, He resists the proud.  That is one reason why we are told to resist Satan, because he is proud.  Our hearts will be knit to Christ’s as we submit to God.  And so we will find it a much more natural thing to resist Satan, for Satan is the proud Prince of demons whom God kicked out of heaven because of his pride.  Resist him!  He is a proud tempter who breathes out lies and wants only to destroy our lives.  His attitude is completely contrary to God’s Word, he has no humility in him whatsoever.) 
8Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. ﻿

 ﻿Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and ﻿ ﻿purify your hearts, you double-minded.

( note:  fighting sin is not fun and it is does not give us warm fuzzy feelings.)  I think that Psalm 24 was on James’ mind when he wrote this part of the letter:  David wrote Psalm 24, and he was describing how a man has intimacy with God
(Psalm 24:3-4 

3     Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? 

Who may stand in his holy place? 

4     He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to an idol 

or swear by what is false.﻿)

 ﻿9﻿ ﻿ ﻿Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. ﻿10﻿ ﻿ ﻿Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

If you desire to be closer to God, then the first step is to humble yourself before Him.  Examine your heart and confess to Him any sin that He reveals to you.  Take responsibility for the sin in your life.  Don’t blame your failures on other people or circumstances, own up to them.  Humbly confess to God that you are helpless to rid yourself of sin and that only He can give you the victory over them.  God is gracious, He will not only give you victory over sin, He will transfer all the evil things you have ever done to the cross of Christ and they will be forgiven you on behalf of Jesus’ sacrifice.  Even the things you don’t even remember!  Continue to examine yourself every day and confess those things that He brings to mind, confess them and turn from them.  Purify your heart.  Cleanse your hands.  Keep yourself from idols.  That you may go up to the Hill of the Lord and stand in His Holy Place.  

(On humility:  When we take responsibility for out of control behavior caused by loving the wrong things, or valuing things that have no lasting value, when we confess that we have a heart that values things that will not satisfy, we can receive help from God and His people to “create a new heart” within us.  Boundaries help us not to deny but to own our old hurtful values so God can change them.)
Do Not Judge a Brother 

What is one of the sure sins that you have pride?  Criticism.  I have seen this in my own life.  I have had to repent of a critical tongue.  

-Be careful when the Lord gifts you or raises you to a leadership position.  Keep a humble attitude.  Remember that all of your gifts and all you have are from Christ.

(When people are worldly minded and proud, they are often quick to criticize others.) See James 3:1-7 about the untamable tongue.
﻿11﻿ ﻿ ﻿Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother ﻿ ﻿and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. ﻿12﻿ There is one ﻿﻿Lawgiver, ﻿ ﻿who is able to save and to destroy. ﻿ ﻿Who ﻿are you to judge ﻿another? 

Do Not Boast About Tomorrow

(Pride, criticism, and self-confidence go together.)

﻿13﻿ Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow ﻿﻿we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; ﻿14﻿ whereas you do not know what will happen I away. ﻿15﻿ Instead you ought to say, ﻿“If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” ﻿16﻿ But now you boast in your arrogance. ﻿All such boasting is evil. 

﻿17﻿ Therefore, ﻿to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

Verse 17. knowledge without practice is sin.  This is very serious and dangerous. James reverts to the principle with which he started. Nothing more injures the soul than wasted impressions. Feelings exhaust themselves and evaporate, if not embodied in practice. As we will not act except we feel, so if we will not act out our feelings, we shall soon cease to feel.

Summary:

Do you want to have a close walk with the Lord?  It isn’t complicated.  But it does take denying yourself.  It takes putting to death those evil desires that we were born with.  We must get rid of the Pride in our lives and humble ourselves before God.   Humbling ourselves before God is a declaration of war on the sin in our lives.  We are saying that we will not serve our sinful appetites, we will serve the life-giving God.  We will not serve that which destroys, we will serve the God who restores.  We will not serve that which condemns, we have chosen to serve Him who justifies.  

“…if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”  Joshua 24:15

